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Please amend claims 2 - 7, 10 - 14, 16 - 28, and 35 - 37 as follows (all of the 
pending claims, whether or not amended, are set forth below for clarity): 



1 . A method of treating an immune-mediated disorder having an 
inflammatory component and/or a cellular hyperproliferation component, comprising the 
step of administering to a patfient requiring such treatment a gold compound and at least 
one corticosteroid, wherein tie at least one corticosteroid is selected to interact with the 
gold compound to exhibit preferential synergistic action towards one of the components 
of said disorder or to exhibit equal action towards each component of said disorder. 




2. (Antended) A method of treating an immune-mediated disorder according 
to claim 1 , wherein tfte disorder has an inflammatory component and a cellular 
hyperproliferation component: 

3. (Amendecto A method of treating an immune-mediated disorder according 
to [any one of the preceding claims] claim 1, wherein the gold compound and the at least 
one corticosteroid are administered simultaneously. 

4. (Amended) A method of treating an immune-mediated disorder according 
to [any one of the preceding claims] claim 1, wherein the gold compound and the at least 
one corticosteroid are administeredysequentially. 

5. (Amended) A methoa of treating an immune-mediated disorder according 
to claim 4, wherein the at least one corticosteroid is administered after the gold 
compound. 

6. (Amended) A method of treating an immune-mediated disorder according 
to [any one of the preceding claims] claim \ comprising the step of administering at least 
two corticosteroids, at least one of which is selected to interact with the gold compound 
to exhibit preferential synergistic action towaras the inflammatory component, and at 
least another is selected to interact with the golmcompound to exhibit preferential 
synergistic action towards the cellular hyperproliferation component of said disorder. 
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7. (Amended) A method according to [any of the preceding claims] claim 1 , 
wherein the disorder is an immune-mediated dermatological disorder. 

8. A method according to claim 7, wherein the disorder is psoriasis. 

9. A method according to claim 7, wherein the disorder is dermatitis. 

10. (Amended) A method according to [any one of claims 1 to 6] claim 1, 
wherein the disorder is rheumatoid arthritis. 

1 1 . (Amended) A method according to [any one of the preceding claims] 
claim 1 , wherein the gold compound is lipid soluble. 

12. (Amended) A method according to [any one of the preceding claims] 
claim 1 , wherein the at least one corticosteroid is selected to interact with the gold 
compound to exhibit synergistic activity towards cellular hyperproliferation in preference 
to inflammation. 

13. (Amended) A method according to claim 12, wherein the at least one 
corticosteroid is selected from the group consisting of betamethasone dipropionate, 
fluocinolone acetonide and hydrocortisone. 

14. (Amended) A method according to [any one of the preceding claims] 
claim 1 , wherein the at least one corticosteroid is selected to interact with the gold 
compound to exhibit synergistic activity towards inflammation in preference to cellular 
hyperproliferation. 

15. A method according to claim 14, wherein the at least one corticosteroid is 
selected from the group consisting of betamethasone dipropionate, fluocinolone acetonide 
and mometasone furoate. 

16. (Amended) A method according to claim 10, wherein the corticosteroid is 
selected from the group [comprising] consisting of hydrocortisone acetate, 
hydrocortisone, betamethasone, betamethasone dipropionate, dexamethasone, 
fluocortolone 21-privalate, triamcinolone acetonide, betamethasone valerate, 
alclometasone dipropionate, halcinonide, mometasone furoate and fluocinolone 
acetonide. 
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1 7. (Amended) A method according to claim 1 6, wherein the corticosteroid is 
selected from the group [comprising] consisting of hydrocortisone, betamethasone 
dipropionate, mometasone furoate and fluocinolone acetonide. 

1 8. (Amended) A method according to [any one of the preceding claims] 
claim 1, wherein the gold compound is auranofin, 

19. (Amended) A method according to [any one of the preceding claims] 
claim 1, wherein the gold compound is administered systemically. 

20. (Amended) A method according to [any one of claims 1 to 18] claim 1 , 
wherein the gold compound is administered orally. 

21. (Amended) A method according to [any one of claims 1 to 18] claim 1 , 
wherein the gold compound is administered locally. 

22. (Amended) A method according to [any one of claims 1 to 1 8] claim 1 , 
wherein the gold compound is administered topically. 

23. (Amended) A method according to [any one of claims 1 to 18] claim 1 , 
wherein the gold compound is administered by intra-articular injection. 

24. (Amended) A method according to [any one of the preceding claims] 
claim 1 , wherein the at least one corticosteroid is administered systemically. 

25. (Amended) A method according to [any one of claims 1 to 23] claim 1 , 
wherein the at least one corticosteroid is administered orally. 

26. (Amended) A method according to [any one of claims 1 to 23] claim 1 , 
wherein the at least one corticosteroid is administered locally. 

27. (Amended) A method according to [any one of claims 1 to 23] claim 1 , 
wherein the at least one corticosteroid is administered topically. 

28. (Amended) A method according to [any one of claims 1 to 23] claim 1 , 
wherein the at least one corticosteroid is administered by intra-articular injection. 

/j/^> ^ pharmaceutical compo^on comprising a gold compound and one or 

^ ore corticosteroids, the corticosteroid feeing selected to interact with the gold compound 
to exhibit a preferential synergistic action towards an inflammatory component and/or a 
cellular hyperproliferation component? of an immune-mediated disorder, in combination 
with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier, excipient, adjuvant or solvent. 
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30. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 29, wherein the 
composition is formulated for systemic administration. 

31. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 29, wherein the 
composition is formulated for oral administration. 

32. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 29, wherein the 
composition is formulated for local administration. 

33. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 29, wherein the 
composition is formulated for topical administration. 

34. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 29, wherein the 
composition is formulated for administration by intra-articular injection. 

^35. (Amended) A pharmaceutical composition according to [any one of 
claims 29-34] claim 29 , wherein the corticosteroid is selected from the group 
[comprising] consisting of hydrocortisone acetate, hydrocortisone, betamethasone, 
betamethasone dipropionate, dexamethasone, fluocortolone 21-privalate, triamcinolone 
acetonide, betamethasone valerate, alclometasone dipropionate, halcinonide, mometasone 
furoate and fluocinolone acetonide. 

36. (Amended) ^/methody&ccording to claim 35 wherein the corticosteroid is 



n selected from the group [comprising] cc 

dipropionate, mometasone furoat^ndfluocinolone acetonide 

d acr 

wherein the gold compound i^auranofin 



ky^elected from the group [comprising consisting of hydrocortisone, betamethasone 
dipropionate, mometasone fi 

r 

37. (Amended) A^method according to [any one of claims 29-36] claim 29 , 



